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| would first like to thank all of the students here
in Sekigahara for all of their effort over the past
year. | know you all tried very hard at studying
English, and I’'m very proud of all of you. | hope
you enjoyed our time together as much as | did.

would also like to thank all of the residents of
Sekigahara for helping to make my time here
memorable and enjoyable. Despite my lack of
ability to speak Japanese well, | nonetheless
have felt welcomed by the people of Sekigahara
since my arrival here. | have greatly enjoyed the
opportunity to live and teach here. | have tried to
learn a lot about Japan during my time here, and
I’'m excited for the opportunity to share that
knowledge with others when | return to America.

| am sad that | will be leaving after only one vear,
but | know that | will carry the memories of
Sekigahara town, its beautiful countryside, and
the kindness of everyone that lives here with me
back to America. Thank you again for welcoming
me into your community. I’ m truly grateful.
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