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| cannot believe that it's been three years already
since | started working in Sekigahara. As they say,
“Time flies when you're having fun.” When | left the
U.S. and first came to Sekigahara, | had been
planning on only staying for one year. After only one
month of living in this beautiful, warm town and
teaching the extremely bright and cheerful children of
Sekigahara and Imasu, | quickly knew that | wanted to
stay longer. | never expected to find such a special
connection with my job and new town so soon after
graduating from university, and to extend my stay for
atotal of 3 years. | amimmensely thankful to all of the
people of Sekigahara from the numerous different
teachers I've been able to work with, the diligent
individuals at the “Yakuba,” and, of course, the
precious students. | know that Japanese culture
emphasizes the virtue of humility, but | would like to
say: You all should be VERY proud of your town's
children.  These kids work so incredibly hard and
have been nothing but positive and loving to me, an
outsider of their town and country, and | have felt
such an immense amount of hope for their futures
and for the globalization of Japan. Please continue
to encourage your children to always be welcoming
and accepting of others — especially those who are
different. Please support your children's dreams and
curiosities — teach them to always ask guestions,
make their own opinions, and to not shy away from
people and things they don't understand. When |
first came to Sekigahara, | wanted to give back to
Japan for giving me rich experiences when | studied
abroad in Kyoto. Ironically, though, | feel that | am
leaving in even greater debt to Japan, because
although | came as a teacher, | have learned more
about myself these past 3 years than ever before
and it's all thanks to youl | love you, Sekigahara,
thank you very much, and | hope to visit you in the
futurel  This year | will be moving to Tokyo in
September, and entering graduate school. | hope to
establish a career that will allow me to continue to
serve as a bridge between the U.S. and Japan.
During my time in Tokyo, | hope to be able to visit my
“second hometown,” Sekigahara, so if you ever see
me please say hellol Everyone, thank you very much
for everything. | wish you the best in all of your
future endeavors!
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